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Submit this page separately from the main manuscript to support double-blind peer review.
Article Title
[Insert concise and informative title of not more than 15 words]
Author Information
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Affiliation: [Department, institution/organisation, city, country]
Email: [Email address]
ORCID ID: [Optional]
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Affiliation: [Department, institution/organisation, city, country]
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Funding Statement
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PART B: MAIN MANUSCRIPT
This version must not contain author names, affiliations, acknowledgments that identify authors, or any other identifying information.
[ARTICLE TITLE]
Insert the article title again without author details. The title should not exceed 15 words.
Abstract
Word limit: 150-250 words. The abstract must be structured using the IMRAD format.
Introduction: [Briefly state the background, research problem, and purpose of the study.]
Methods: [Briefly describe the research design, study setting, sample, data collection methods, and analysis approach.]
Results: [Summarise the main findings of the study. Include key evidence, trends, or results where appropriate.]
Discussion: [Briefly explain the meaning, relevance, or implications of the findings.]
Keywords
[Insert 3-5 keywords separated by commas]
Example: public policy, governance, decentralisation, social accountability, Ghana
1. Introduction
The introduction should clearly present the background to the study, the research problem, the rationale for the study, and the objectives or research questions. Authors should explain why the issue is important, what gap exists in the literature or practice, and how the article contributes to knowledge, policy, or practice.
Suggested content: background and context; statement of the research problem; justification or significance; research objectives, questions, or hypotheses; contribution of the article; optional overview of the structure of the paper.
Example wording: This study examines [insert topic] within the context of [insert setting]. Although previous studies have addressed [insert related area], limited attention has been given to [insert specific gap]. The objective of this study is therefore to [insert objective].
2. Literature Review
This section should review relevant scholarly, policy, and empirical literature related to the study. The literature review should not merely summarise previous studies; it should critically analyse existing knowledge and identify the gap that the present article addresses.
Suggested content: theoretical or conceptual foundations; review of relevant empirical studies; policy or institutional context; identification of gaps in existing literature; development of hypotheses or analytical framework, where relevant.
Example wording: Existing literature on [insert topic] shows that [summarise major argument]. However, these studies have largely focused on [insert dominant focus], leaving limited evidence on [insert gap].
3. Methods
The methods section should provide enough detail to allow readers to understand how the study was conducted and how the findings were generated. Authors should describe the research design, data sources, population, sampling approach, data collection procedures, and methods of analysis.
3.1 Study Design
[Describe whether the study used a qualitative, quantitative, mixed-methods, experimental, quasi-experimental, cross-sectional, case study, review, or other design.]
3.2 Study Area or Context
[Describe the geographical, institutional, organisational, or policy context of the study.]
3.3 Population and Sampling
[Describe the target population, sample size, sampling technique, inclusion and exclusion criteria, and justification for the sample.]
3.4 Data Collection Methods
[Describe the instruments and procedures used, such as questionnaires, interviews, focus group discussions, document review, observation, administrative data, or secondary datasets.]
3.5 Data Analysis
[Describe the analytical methods used. For quantitative studies, indicate the statistical tests, models, or software used. For qualitative studies, describe the coding, thematic analysis, content analysis, or other analytical procedures.]
3.6 Validity, Reliability, or Trustworthiness
[Explain how quality was ensured. This may include pilot testing, triangulation, inter-rater reliability, member checking, peer debriefing, or data verification.]
3.7 Ethical Considerations
[State ethical approval, informed consent, confidentiality, anonymity, voluntary participation, and data protection measures.]
Example wording: Ethical approval for this study was obtained from [insert institution/committee]. Participation was voluntary, and informed consent was obtained from all respondents. Confidentiality and anonymity were maintained throughout the study.
4. Results
The results section should present the findings clearly and objectively, without extensive interpretation. Tables and figures may be used where they improve clarity. All tables and figures must be numbered consecutively and placed within the text close to where they are first mentioned.
Authors should present findings in a logical order, use tables and figures only where necessary, avoid duplicating the same information in both text and tables, report statistical results accurately, and ensure that all tables and figures are cited in the text.
Example wording: As shown in Table 1, the majority of respondents reported [insert finding]. The results further indicate that [insert finding].

Table 1
[Insert table title in APA style]
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	[Insert variable]
	[n]
	[%]

	[Insert variable]
	[n]
	[%]

	Total
	[n]
	100


Note. [Insert any explanatory note, source, or abbreviation.]
Figure 1
[Insert figure title in APA style]
[Insert high-resolution figure here. Figures must be at least 300 dpi.]
5. Discussion
The discussion section should interpret the findings in relation to the research objectives, existing literature, theory, and policy or practice. Authors should explain what the findings mean, why they matter, and how they compare with previous studies.
Suggested content: interpretation of key findings; comparison with existing literature; explanation of unexpected findings; policy, practice, or theoretical implications; limitations of the study; areas for future research.
Example wording: The findings suggest that [insert interpretation]. This is consistent with previous studies that found [insert comparison]. However, the present study extends existing knowledge by showing that [insert contribution].
6. Conclusion
The conclusion should summarise the main findings and their implications. It should not introduce new data or arguments. Authors should clearly state the contribution of the study and, where appropriate, provide recommendations for policy, practice, or further research.
Example wording: This study examined [insert topic]. The findings show that [summarise key findings]. These results have implications for [policy/practice/research]. Future studies should consider [insert recommendation].
Acknowledgments
Include acknowledgments only if they do not reveal author identity in the anonymised manuscript. Otherwise, include this section only in the title page or final accepted version.
Example: The author(s) acknowledge the support of [insert individuals, institutions, or organisations], who contributed to [insert nature of support].
Conflict of Interest
The author(s) declare no conflict of interest.
OR
The author(s) declare the following conflict(s) of interest: [insert details].
Funding
This research received no external funding.
OR
This research was funded by [insert funder], grant number [insert number, if applicable].
References
All references must follow APA style. Authors must ensure that every source cited in the text appears in the reference list, and every item in the reference list is cited in the text.
In-text Citation Examples
One author: (Smith, 2020) or Smith (2020) argues that...
Two authors: (Boateng & Mensah, 2021) or Boateng and Mensah (2021) found that...
Three or more authors: (Adams et al., 2022) or Adams et al. (2022) observed that...
Direct quotation: According to Mensah (2021), "..." (p. 45).
Appendices
Appendices should be used only where necessary. They may include research instruments, additional tables, technical notes, or supplementary materials.
Appendix A: [Insert title]
[Insert appendix content]
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